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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has been ongoing for almost two years now and has spread all over the
world. The virus has caused under 4 million deaths worldwide and more than 5000 in Georgia.
There have been 177 million registered COVID-19 cases around the world and 355 thousand in
Georgia. The pandemic has negatively influenced health, social life, economic situation,
psychological health, and other aspects of everyday life. COVID-19 poses a serious threat to the
whole world. In the proposed study, we aim to explore the role of framing in forming attitudes
towards COVID-19, specifically, safety measures such as wearing masks. According to the framing
effect, people’s thoughts and behaviors can change depending on how information is presented.
107 participants took part in our experiment. The participants read one of the four experimental
passages about the importance of wearing masks during the COVID-19 pandemic. We
manipulated the framing and mask types across these four experimental conditions. The results
show that framing influenced people’s attitudes towards wearing masks. In the following paper,

we discuss our results and implications in detail.
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