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Abstract

The aim of the study is to investigate an influence of measures implemented by the Georgian
government against COVID-19 on the funerary rite. This is done by observing five case studies

and analyzing them.

The results show that different parts of funerary rite, which involve physical contact with the
deceased or mourners and large gatherings that bring together a lot of people have changed
more than others, which are religious with their nature and are connected with Georgian

orthodox church.

Changing of the funerary rite during COVID-19 pandemic has become the basis for further
analyzing its function, degree of ritualization of the death and connection between two liminal

conditions death and pandemic.

Regarding the first, it can be said that during the pandemic social function of funerary rite and
tendency of its decay has been revealed. Death as a liminality requests a process of ritualization,
which continued during the pandemic too, but with some exceptions, since pandemic as the
second liminality requested from people following the restrictions and avoiding ritualization of
it.

Key words: Funerary rite, COVID-19, Liminality, Ritual modification.



