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Abstract

COVID-19 pandemic had a huge impact on diverse spheres and directions. That is the
reason why it became important to research its impact on early intervention service as well.

The aim of the academic paper was to demonstrate challenges in early intervention service
caused by COVID-19 pandemic. The research examined the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
the social-emotional and social spheres of the children involved in the service. In order to answer
this question, both quantitative and qualitative research methods were used to analyze the results
before and after the pandemic.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 4 specialists providing early intervention
services. According to information retrieved from the interviews, it was revealed, that specialists
noticed regression in social-communicative and social spheres among children after the pandemic.
Quantitative method was also used within the framework of the research. Scores of social-
emotional and social spheres of the children involved in early intervention service were studied
before and after pandemic by a diagnostic tool — AEPS. The research showed regression in both
social-emotional and social spheres after the pandemic.

This research is very important as it showed interesting results, which might become a
foundation for other academic papers and the impact of the pandemic on early intervention

service could be explored in more depth in the future.



