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abstract

Introduction: Currently, there are very few studies on the need for psycho-social services for
drug addicts in Georgia. In addition, such researches are conducted in parallel with the study
of other types of various issues — not deeply and independently. Particularly less attention is
paid to the role of psycho-social services in state programs to combat drug addiction. The fact
that there is a lack of research in this area is also mentioned in the annual reports on drug

addiction in Georgia. This paper serves to fill the gap in the field.

Research questions and purposes: The aim of the study is a systematic analysis of psycho-
social services in state programs to combat drug addiction - in particular: to study the
different aspects of these programs and identify the existing challenges based on the
qualitative survey of social workers employed in the field; to determine the demand of drug
addicts for psycho-social services and to identify its main determinants; to clarify the role of
social workers employed in the field at different stages of the fight against drug addiction; to
study the intervention methods implemented by the service providers and identify the

difficulties created in the work process.

Research methodology: Qualitative research method is used in the studying process — key
informant interviews were conducted with employed persons in given field in order to
deeply analyze information provided by each respondent. In total 11 social workers from the
state opioid replacement therapy program were interviewed. The limitations of the method
are the uniformity of the selective set. The survey does not take into account the attitudes of
social workers from various programs employed in the field, who may have expressed a

different opinion.

The main findings of the research: the study found that the role and need for psycho-social services
in state drug addiction programs is not sufficiently understood by drug addicts. Also, their level of
awareness about the positive effects of psychological and social support is generally lower, which
leads to lower demand for the service. Low levels of awareness also lead to low acceptance of the
services of a psychologist and social worker. The study also revealed that the demand for psycho-
social rehabilitation centers is low, probably due to financial reasons. According to social workers

employed in the field, the existence of state rehabilitation centers is essential for the comprehensive
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treatment of drug addicts. The research revealed the main challenge faced by social workers: the lack

of time to work with the beneficiary; not existence of unified database.
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