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Abstract

This master's thesis aims to study the causes of the conflict in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. I attempt
to identify the root causes of ethnopolitical conflicts in the context of the "international” theory and
do comparative analysis of ethnic warfare in the selected regions. The thesis is organized in different

sections.

First, I present theoretical arguments and the analysis of the potential causes of the conflict in
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which are the most neglected conflict regions. Second, I use a
qualitative case-study method. The data collection draws on the secondary sources, archival
materials and the scientific literature that exists around the subject under study. Also, I use a method
of comparative legal research to thoroughly study other ethnic conflicts at the international level

and their underlying causes.

The findings of the research demonstrate that Russia was an important external factor in defining
the war dynamics and consequences. The research further indicates that Russia’s involvement in

these conflicts was motivated to restore and maintain its influence in the South Caucasus region.
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