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Abstract

The church complex named after John the Baptist in Intsobi Gorge, combines buildings of
different periods and purposes, covering the period from the early Middle Ages to the late
Middle Ages. The earliest building in the complex is the three-nave Basilica of St. John the
Baptist. During the reign of Kakhetian King Levan in the 16th century, the Baptist complex
underwent fundamental changes and the ecclesiastical function was changed to a defensive
function. Defensive structures were added: a fortification, a gate-tower enclosed by a
fortification wall, and a tower built on the south nave of the church. Later at the south-western
edge of the complex, outside of the the fortification, a round tower was built. The church was
renovated and painted in the 16® century. From the written sources is known that on one of
the walls of the church there were frescoes of King Levan and Queen Tinatin. To this day,
their images are not preserved and the painting of the church is almost completely destroyed.
The master's thesis provides an architectural-stylistic analysis of the buildings united in the
complex. The dates of their construction and operation are discussed in the scientific literature
and based on the materials obtained as a result of archaeological excavations carried out on the

territory of the complex in 2019-2020.

Keywords: John the Baptist complex, three-nave basilica, defense buildings, fortification, gate-

tower, round tower, archeological materials.
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