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Abstract

The intensified wave of support for right-wing populists in the 2015-2018 elections, amid the
European Refugee Crisis, has significantly changed the political landscape in Europe. The radical
attitudes of the Visegrad Four - V4 (Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia) towards the
crisis, their opposition to the EU immigration policy and the strengthening of the right-wing
populism, on the one hand, gave a new impetus to V4, and on the other hand - cast doubt on the
EU consolidation. The study analyzes pre-election discourse strategies of V4 right-wing populists

through the comparative analysis and identifies their rhetorical tools and mobilization of forces.

The paper relies on a qualitative research method - discourse analysis. The initial entry-level
analysis identified the main discourses, where right-wing populists instrumentalized the
immigration topic, while the second - in-depth level - analysed discourse strategies and

argumentation schemes (topos) by illustrating specific examples and pre-election materials.

Interpretation of the study results reveals, that the strengthening of the right-wing populists in
the V4 2015-2018 elections is closely related to the introduction of immigration topic in various
political discourses, the construction of central and specific discourses and the use of large-scale
fear implementation strategies. Religious identity, security and national identity played the

central role in the execution of such discourse strategies.

We think, that the study results provide an opportunity to deepen the direction of migration and
populism studies, as well as to analyze the rhetoric and discourse strategies of the right-wing

populist parties in Europe.
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