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Abstract

The paper discusses the impact of EU as a Transformative power on the example of Hungary,
particularly why sometimes this force is successful and sometimes- not.

The study shows that EU’s influence on Hungary varies by period. It was most influential
and effective while Hungary was in pre- accession period. At that time there was
asymmetric interdependence between EU and candidate countries and the power was on
EU’s side to have the leverage of setting up conditions for target countries and creating
benefits for fulfilling its criterias.

Hungary’s perceived EU as the source of material wealth as well as other economic benefits.
Joining the EU was perceived ad “Returning to Europe” and development.

Hungary handled to fulfill Copenhagen Criteria and other parts of democratic conditionality,
as an important conditions for deepening relations with EU. The news stage was Acquis
conditionality when it had to implement and harmonize European standards and which it
also performed well.

From todays perspective, Hungary is no longer best performer of EU standards as it was in
the pre- accession period. . It is the only country in the EU known as the Hybrid Regime.
Orban’s political decisions also show the incompatibility with the Copenhagen criteria,
differently from the pre- accession of Hungary. Corruption perception index has also
deteriorated, especially from 2010 when Orban came into power.

After joining the European Union, the mechanism of conditionality was "lost" by EU because
Hungary which was once the target of EU’s policy, now it became involved itself in the
policy making process. Thus the leverage by means of which the EU was influential for
Hungary, no longer exists.

Besides, EU’s unpreparedness for external challenges has led to frustration in the new
member states, including Hungary, where opinion polls show that most people believe the
economic situation in the Soviet Union was better than after joining the EU.

The migrant crisis which the EU also met unprepared and created a sense of insecurity due
to the probable influx of migrants or terrorist attacks in Hungary.
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All this has had a significant impact on the image of the EU, for the new member states,
including Hungary.

The decline of the EU's transformational role has also been caused by the strengthening of
non-European illiberal economies- BRICS countries. Overall, for Hungary, for which
economic benefits were significant and thought it would be achieved through a market
economy, was disappointed that this did not happen and that countries with strategic

economies were more successful.

Key Words: EU, Transformative Power, Hungary, Central Europe, Europeanization,
Active& Passive Leverage, Democratic Comditionality, Acquis Conditionality, Copenhagen

Criteria, Market Economy, Startegic Economy
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