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Abstract

Normal indicators of a child’s language development are important data to get a picture of a
typical language development in order to identify disorders and deviations from the norm
and eliminate them in time. Language development can be assessed for different purposes
and methods depending on what we are interested in. One of the indicators by which a
child’s language development is assessed is the MLU — the mean length of utterance. It is
believed that the number of morphemes as the smallest units of thought reflect the
grammatical competence of the child in general, as well as language development. The
defenition of MLU is used as an indicator of language development along with other data, as

well as an indicator of language development along with other data, as well as in some



studies to select stuy groups (for comparison of groups with equal language competence —

MLU —control).

The purpose of this study is to test the MLU counting protocol for Georgian-speaking
children in its 2 variants and to use them to determine the average MLU rates in 3-4 year old

children.

The design of the study was descriptive. Videos and transcripts taken longitudinally from 2
typcally developed Georgian-speaking children (girl and boy) aged 3-4 were used. 3 age
categories — 3;00, 3;06 and 4;00 were selected for each child. Language samples were done

and MLU was calculated. The results were described.

Results: the MLU of Georgian-speaking children was 0.6-0.8 points higher than the English
language norms, but the growth rate in the age group of 3 to 4 years is 0.2 points lower than
the similar rate of the English language. The results with variant I were 0.2-0.3 units higher
than those with variant II. And the age growth rate was also 0.03 units higher when

counting with the variant I.

Conclusion: both variants reflect the language development of the child, sligthly more age
growt was shown by counting with the variant I. For more accurate results we need further

research with other age categories.

Key words: Georgian-speaking children; language development; MLU — mean length of

utternce,



