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Abstract

In this thesis, I study autocracy promotion by Russia in Georgia. Russia proactively
started to support authoritarian tendencies after the Rose Revolution because of the fears of
color revolutions and the potential of diffusion effects. Georgia’s aspirations and concrete steps
towards the Euro-Atlantic integration triggered Russian aggressive policies to counter the
process of democratization in Georgia. This partly aimed at restoring old spheres of influences
in the region and particularly in Georgia. This thesis studies the mechanisms and instruments
Russia used to achieve its strategic objectives and how Georgia attempted to neutralize the
authoritarian pressures coming from Russia.

The thesis consists of theoretical, methodological, and empirical chapters.

The first chapter is devoted to authoritarianism in general, its notion, and next chapter
provides a historical overview of how authoritarianism evolve over time. The third chapter
presents the notion of authoritarianism, and the weaknesses associated with it. The fourth
chapter is dedicated to authoritarianism in Russia, in particular, it demonstrates Russia's
domestic and foreign policies. Democratic instability caused by the Russian Federation in
Belarus, Ukraine and Georgia is also studied. The fourth chapter is devoted directly to the
Russia-Georgia relations, while the fifth chapter discusses the instruments and mechanisms
that used to promote authoritarianism in Georgia and Russia. Finally, the conclusion

summarizes the analysis and answers the research questions.



