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Abstract

Preschool education, in particular kindergarten, plays an important role in the development
and education of the child. Numerous studies show that quality preschool education facilitates
identifying a child’s potential and improving academic and social skills. A child-oriented
environment is based on a holistic approach and promotes the development of physical,
cognitive, social and emotional competencies. The preschool education environment is
oriented to the child and provides both physical and emotional and social security, promotes
the child's learning and development, offers new challenges, and satisfies his/her curiosity.
Truly, preschool education is the basis of the education system, which should determine the

readiness of the child for the next stage of education.

It should be noted, however, that the kindergarten environment planned at this stage still does
not considerates all aspects necessary for the well-being of the child. Numerous studies
supported by UNICEF in Georgia indicate that most educators have not been trained in child
abuse issues, which prevents timely identification and response to the cases of violence. Cases
of violence, causing severe reactions, are in most cases hidden. This is reflected, on the one
hand, in the fact that the public does not have adequate information about public services, on
the other hand, it depends on how accurately it is possible to identify all forms of violence. The

role of social work is evident in early prevention, support, empowerment, and advocacy..

The purpose of the paper is to define the role of a social worker in preschool institutions. The
need to introduce social work as a service. To demonstrate the current need to observe, gather
information, and make relevant conclusions. To this end, the paper uses a qualitative research

method, namely lengthy interviews, which allows in-depth study of the issue.

The study was performed in four branches of a private kindergarten. Twenty-five educators
and their assistants participated in the study. The study has revealed that kindergarten staff
does not have proper information on the fundamental causes of child abuse, on the first signs
of violence, the agencies that should be contacted in the event of such fact or reasonable
suspicion. They have a vague and inconsistent perception of the rights of the child. Most of the

staff are not aware of the functions of a social worker and therefore do not see their need in
\Y)



the kindergarten. It was also revealed that despite the commitments of both parties, neither the

kindergarten nor the local municipality mutually cooperates in this regard.
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