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Abstract

From the past century till this day, prejudice has always been a pressing research topic in
social psychology. It contains various dimensions, and various intercorrelated variables are
associated to it. In the history of prejudice research, authors have shown that prejudice can be
manifested in both, blatant and aversive or hidden forms. Scientists have developed various
measures to assess the level or the form of prejudice one is likely to express, one of them being
Bogardus’ Social Distance Scale, which was used in the current study to measure the level of
prejudice of Georgian students toward ethnic minorities of Armenians and Azerbaijanian
people. Using experimental design, the study aimed at determining whether perceived realistic
threat, including competition over scarce resources, trigger prejudice toward the ethic
minorities among Georgian students. 100 volunteers, all of them ethically Georgian students,
have participated in the experiment. It was expected that perceived realistic threat with its
component of competition over scarce resources would trigger prejudice — or, in other words,
increase the social distance — toward Armenians and Azerbaijanians. Indeed, results revealed
that perceived realistic threat increases social distance toward minority groups, which might

suggest blatant, explicit forms of prejudice toward them in the future.

Keywords: Prejudice, Social Distance, Realistic Threat, Intergroup Threat Theory.



