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Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, studies about the causes of civil war have grown and the
role of natural resources has been emphasized. Until now, the relation between natural
resource wealth and conflict remains a much-debated topic in economics and politics. In
view of this circumstance, I focus on the impact of natural resources on the onset and
prolongation of the civil war. For the purposes of this study, two natural resources — oil
and diamonds were selected given they are most often associated with the “resources

»
curse .

Method wise, the study is conducted by using qualitative case study research in order to
test the validity of formulated hypotheses. Two African states, Sierra Leone and Sudan,
which are rich in natural resources and have experienced civil wars, were selected for
studying the links between the civil war and natural resources. I conducted a within case

and comparative case analysis.

The research is heavily based on secondary resources such as scientific materials, books,
articles, papers, and speeches. The theoretical argument builds on the research of the
leading scholars in the field. The findings of this study confirms the results of previous
research and arrives at the conclusion that the possession of natural resources are highly

correlated with the onset of civil war.

The study finds that natural resources and civil wars are highly correlated. However, the
type of resources matters. In particular, the resources that are easily lootable to the
rebellions, contribute to the prolongation of the conflict, while unlootable resources are

associated with the onset of separatist conflict.

Keywords: oil, diamond, civil war, resource curse, lootable resource, unlootable resource,

Sierra Leone, Sudan.



