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1.3 Abstract

Research on mental health issues among commercial sex workers (CSWs) has never been
conducted in Georgia. The purpose of this research is to investigate the difficult childhood
experiences of commercial sex workers and their current mental health problems and
subculture.

The research was conducted on the basis of non-governmental organization "Tanadgoma".
The organization is actively working with this vulnerable group. Research is mixed type.
Quantitative research includes cross-sectional component where 50 female CSWs have
participated, questionnaire includes World Health Organization’s questionnaire Adverse
Childhood Questionnaire (ACE), Screening of Depression (PHQ 9) and Anxiety (GAD 7),
Fatalism Questionnaire (MFQ), Endurance Questionnaire (RES), and a 12-item open-ended
questionnaire for the staff members. As for the qualitative research on Subculture of Female
CSWs - three staff members of "Tanadgoma".

The results show that CSWs women have a high rate of anxiety and depression, have endured
severe childhood experiences (M=3.73) According to the research, women demonstrated high
rate inability to cope with the stress (M=25.5, SD=9.28), perception of the world is fatalistic.
The research revealed factors that are characteristic to the subculture of female CSWs, such as
alienation from each other and low solidarity and care for physical safety.

The research found that female commercial sex workers have mental health problems, which
emphasizes the need for accessibility and improvement and access to mental health services. It
is also important to plan other in-depth further studies with this group that will help us

emprove female CSWs quality of life.
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