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Abstract

The thesis deals with one of the significant components of rehabilitation of persons with
aphasia, namely — an exclusive role of communication partner in aphasia therapy. Nowadays, it is
widely acknowledged that aphasia brings communication and psychosocial challenges not only to
a person, experiencing it but for the whole family. In this regard, we looked into family live
histories in Georgia — the ways of coping and changes in routines after aphasia manifestation.
Also, we took an attempt to learn about the information they hold on aphasia, on the one hand
and existing services, on the other.

Low awareness on aphasia is not only the case of Georgia, however here it is aggravated
with scare service resources which intensifies the role and signification of communication
partners’ involvement into rehabilitation process.

The main purpose of study was to identify the effectiveness of communication partner
training in the rehabilitation of people with aphasia. We also aimed to raise awareness on aphasia
and facilitate communication between people with aphasia and their communication partners.

In the frame of given study, we assessed the knowledge of communication partners
about aphasia before and after training, we measured twice their personal and situational
anxiety indicators and also recorded family life stories in aphasia situation. The modified
communication index questionnaire was used to evaluate the effectiveness of communication
between communication partners and people with aphasia at both stages of the study — before

and after training.



