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Abstract

Russian military intervention in Georgia and in Ukraine, which caused occupation of
South Ossetia, Abkhazia and Crimean Peninsula, is considered as highly important danger and
challenge for post-cold war European security system. Russia continuously performs the same
illegal military and political actions and claims that the main reason of why it approves military
interventions is that it reflects on the repressions against the ethnically Russians and the

Russian-speaking people.

Given, it is highly dangerous for the Kremlin’s national interests that Russia’s neighboring
countries would be integrated into the European and Euro-Atlantic space, Russia uses all levers,
such as military or political, to prevent the West from supporting and spreading democracy in
post-soviet countries. The vivid example is that Russia invaded it neighboring countries, in
Georgia and in Ukraine. Doing so, the Russian Federation clamed to the West that Russia was
still powerful in its military standing in the region by invading Georgia in 2008 and then

Ukraine in 2014.

In this thesis, the issue why it is important to study Russia’s military interventions and
when or why kremlin uses military interventions against neighbor countries are discussed. In
addition, I examine why Russia carried out military aggression against Georgia and Ukraine and
decided to use military leverage toward these neighboring states. The research is conducted by
using a qualitative research methodology. Particularly, I used the Case study and Process tracing

methods.

Key words: Military Intervention, Russia, Annexation of Crimea, Occupation, Integration

into the West.



