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Abstract

This paper is devoted to a contrasting analysis of two works, Giovanni Boccaccio's

1«

“Decameron” and Albert Camus' “The Black Plague”. The study focuses on the presentation
and understanding of the Black Death in the Middle Ages as well as its presentation in the
20th Century, and its impact on key topics such as society, religion, medicine and love.

It was first important to find out how the Black Death appeared in the Middle Ages
and 20th Century, including how it spread and what impact it had on society. Therefore,
while working on the paper, the following questions arose. How did society react to the
plague? What defenses were used? How prepared were they to meet the deadly disease?
What were the consequences of the spread of the plague? How relevant was the knowledge
of the doctors in the fight against it and what means did they use? What has changed over
the centuries? What remained the same?

The Black Death, in addition to changes in social status, also changed the religious
beliefs of people. For the public, its sudden appearance was divided into divine and demonic
visions. In addition to the plague, not even lovers were left untouched. It was followed by
separation and many difficulties, and this was severe test of their feelings. It also became
necessary to talk about what type and form of love existed in the Middle Ages and 20th
Century, as well as how attitudes towards this feeling and its main addressees, women,
changed.

Although the works of Boccaccio and Camus were written in different eras, they are
still united by a similar problem and theme. Therefore, the most interesting part of the
research was in doing the comparison, finding similarities and differences on the above-

mentioned topics.



