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Abstract

The present thesis aims to demonstrate the functions of Marxist epistemology and to describe the
theoretical construct of the domination of public relations over consciousness; the attempt of its
establishment begins with Marx's introduction of a critical conception of ideology and then resumes
with the theory of commodity fetishism. Herewith, the study divulges attempts to overcome the
total concept of ideology and presents both the common elements of the central concepts of this

study, ideology and commodity fetishism, as well as the distance between them.

To describe the functions of Marxist epistemology the thesis utilizes Marx's reasoning that
consciousness is defined by being (mainly economic relations) on the one hand, and, on the other
hand, a theoretical alternative to the concept of ideology developed in Capital, according to which
consciousness overcomes itself to such an extent that it becomes the creator of abstractions that
cause a split between consciousness and being. Furthermore, the paper deals with the problem of
ideology and commaodity fetishism developed in post-Marxism and neo-Marxism, which, despite the

theoretical differences, remains a central epistemological issue.

Keywords: Epistemology, Marxism, ldeology, Commodity Fetishism, Counsciousness, Domination,

Real Abstraction, Reification
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