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Abstract

The theoretical background of the given research is based on study, which is about children
with communicational, language and cognitive difficulties. The purpose of the above stated
research was to establish whether or not the style of parents’ communication had an effect on
child’s initiative to speak, as well as follow along and keep up with a topic. Below we will be
discussing whether or not parent’s style of communication has any effect on a child of standard

development, on their initiative and ability to keep up with the conversation.

17 children, aged from 4 to 7, participated in the given research, as well as their communication
partner, who in 14 out of 17 cases was a mother. A ten-minute dialogue was conducted between
the child and their elder, in an environment to which the child is well accustomed to. Later on
the dialogue was analyzed, which included establishing criteria by which the samples of dialogue
would be examined, for both elder and a child. The style of parent’s communication would be

judged base on the above mentioned criteria as well.

The results of the study showed that, during the process of communication with a child of
typical development, the style of communication in majority of cases was facilitative, directive,
straight-forward and included clarifying questions, which in turn were in positive correlation

with keeping up with the discussion topic.

The results of the research give us ability to conclude, that children of typical development,
with standard communicational, language and cognitive abilities, mostly receive facilitative

interaction from their elders, however their willingness to show initiative is in a negative
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correlation to the amount of questions given by the parent. The research is pointing towards the
need of a broader study, with bigger population and better suited to the natural environment,

which will in turn give us more statistically valuable data.
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