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Abstract

The topic of the relationship between parent and child, upbringing and education has always
been and still is a top issue of discussion and debate. These topics are relevant especially today,
because globalisation and the technical revolution have changed a lot and greatly influenced
not only child-parent relationship, sharpened the problem of upbringing and education, but

also social relations in general.

Although there are so many types of communication and it is possible to connect and find
people in any part of the world in the shortest time, alive social communication is becoming
more and more problematic not only in our society but also globally. Unfortunately,
communication and pragmatic language difficulties have increased in children. The number
of disorder and diagnoses, where communication and pragmatic, social skills are one of the
main difficulties, is growing. These are: Autism Spectrum Disorder (1 case out of 68 children
in Georgia in 2009, 1 case in 54 children through the world in 2016), Cerebral Palsy (according
to the World Health Organisation date, 4 children in every 1000 new-borns in the world, 3.4

case in Georgia in 2010), language disorders, attention deficit, behavioural disorders and more.

The aim of this master work is to observe the communication between the parent and the
child, to identify their approaches and communication style, to determine how the parents’
communication style affects the child development and whether the change in

communication style affects the child’s communication development.

The aim of the research is to identify the parent’s communication style by observing the child-
parent free play, assess the child’s communication development, then work with parents to
provide them with the information about the communication style, to monitor their free play
again after a while, also the children will be reassessed to identify the influence of this changes

on child’s development.

5 children from one of the most vulnerable group were selected as the study target group —
children aged 3-6 with cerebral palsy and their parents. The research place is Kutaisi
Rehabilitation Centre — NAIO. Free play was observed and video recorded at children’s home

by parents, than those videos were sent to the appropriate place.



At the beginning and the end of the master study, 5 children with cerebral palsy were assessed

with communication matrix (https://communicationmatrix.org/). Intensive work was held

with parents to overcome the difficulties identified by the first assessment. Working with the
children and parents were done individually, recommendations were written step by step. All
five children in the study showed some progress in terms of development. I think even this
small development in 6 weeks is quite important in terms of communication and says a lot for
the future perspective. It is the most important to keep this progress and working in a

systematic manner.

As for the parents, they were selected after analysing their video of playing with their children.
Parents were assessed by a scale created by author of this study. It rated their role in the
relationship with their children. Scale scores are provided in appendix 1. Parents were given
workshops on communication styles, approach strategies and the role of a parent as a
communication partner in child development. Workshop theme wholly was based on a guide
book — It takes two to talk, created by the Henan Centre. Individual meetings and video
discussions were also held with the parents, they received feedback and devised future

working strategies together with therapist.

This intensive work has quite good result, it has evidence progress as in the
communication development of children, as well as in the parents’ attitude, in the approach
to the child, which is clearly visible in the following videos. Consequently, the parents’
assessments are quite different, the directive style is quite softened and the transition to the
role of tuned in parent is clearly noticeable, although more time and a lot of work is needed

to make a radical change.
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