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ABSTRACT

The introduction of municipal social work in Georgia is an important step forward, the
establishment and strengthening of the role of social worker supporting child and family
contribute to the effectiveness and development of welfare policies in municipal services. The
study of the development of social work in local self-governments reflects the analysis of the
current situation at this stage. The study requested public information about the current
situation in 64 municipalities of Georgia, to which about 65% of the municipalities responded.
The aim of the research is to reveal how self-governments carry out social work and protection
of children's rights in their areas of operation in accordance with the Law on the Code of Child
Rights and Social Work in municipalities, as well as what effective steps have been taken to
enact the law. The present paper analyzes the measures taken by municipalities, the method
for selection-employment of the staff, how the relevant structural unit is staffed, who is in
charge, what general issues they work on, how is the referral, including in pandemic

conditions, etc.

Based on the results of the study, the paper provides general recommendations for
municipalities developed in accordance with the review of various scientific literature and
legislative acts, such as the importance of strengthening inter-sectoral relations, the issue for

professional development and more.

The present study may form the fundamental research and further plan a larger and more in-
depth study on the development of municipal social work in Georgia. The obligation to
establish structural units in the field of child and family support in municipalities came into

force in September 2020, and this issue is not studied at this stage in Georgia.



