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The master's thesis concers the definition of the concept and the level of citizen involvement
in budget processes in Georgia. In recent years, the budget processes and the participation of
citizens in them are actual issues for different countries. The high level of citizen involvement
determines the effectiveness of public finance management in the country. Since the
municipality represents the interests of citizens, it is necessary to study the mechanisms of

citizen involvement in the budget process and the level of their involvement in it.

The aim of the research is to determine whether the self-governments have appropriate
services to ensure the involvement of citizens in the budget process and to what extent the
population appeals to municipalities to participate in budget issues. For research is taken
quantitative results of several issues (such as: how many people participate in budget processes
and in discussion of public issues) of local self-governments of the most active cities of Georgia
as well as, what number of the population is involved in the meetings of the City Council and
City Council commissions, petitions and public opinion polls (concering budget issues). The
results of research of nine municipalities revealed that each of them is actively using the
website and social media, which is a step forward in improving citizen participation and
awareness. Through the website, the population has the opportunity to follow the projects and
their implementation. Mentioned service is an easy way to make an announcement, as you can

get public information on any issue without leaving home, including cases of budget processes.

While working on the topic was identified a problem - the low interest of the government in
supporting citizens to be involved in processing of the budget, which is reflected in the
malfunction / incompleteness of the required services. In addition, municipalities do not have
a special participatory budgeting program that allows the population to receive information
about budget processes. In order to inform citizens and to ensure a high referral rate, it is
necessary to launch all the services and programs that will facilitate the active involvement of

the population in the processes. The research issue was thoroughly analyzed and were



developed relevant recommendations, which will have a positive impact on both self-

governments and citizens.

This paper will be interesting for the civil sector as well as for anyone interested in discussed

issue.

Keywords: Citizen Involvement, Budget Process, Transparency and Accountability,
Participatory Budgeting.



