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Abstract

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is one of the longest-running so colled frozen conflicts
in the post-Soviet space, where Russia did not have its own troops. As a result of the 2020 war,
a new status quo was formed in the region. Azerbaijan recaptured the part of lost territories,
while Russia deployed its own peacekeeping mission in the Lachin corridor and on the
perimeter of Nagorno-Karabakh. Despite many attempts of mediation by OSCE, the US,
Sweden and France, only Russia has succeeded. This happened both in 1994 and in 2020. The
main purpose of this paper is to analyze the factors that forced rival countries to accept Russian
mediation and as a result of which Russia has achieved success. Thus, the research questions
are “Why did Armenia and Azerbaijan agree to Russian mediation in 2020 and what factors
contributed to the success of Russian mediation?”

Paper has developed hyphotesis according to Zartman’s “Ripeness” and Pruitt’s
“Readiness” theories, according to which, acceptance of Russian mediation and its success was
conditioned by several factors: a) Russia is a regional power and has its own interests and levers
of influence over rival countries thus, mediation was accepted and successful; ¢) Armenia and
Azerbaijan have reached “Ripeness” for acceptance of mediation. However, it should be noted,
that according to Zartman’s theory “Mutualy hurting stalemate” is necessary for countries to
become “ripe”. We believe that the “ripeness” of the countries after the Karabakh war in 2020
is due to an asymmetric impasse and not due to "Mutualy hurting stalemate" and also due to
the possibility of Russia using leverage during the mediation period.

The paper uses qualitative methods, statements of official politicians, state documents

and statistics will enable author to make a deep analysis of the topic.

Key words: mediation, Karabakh conflict, Russia.



