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Abstract

The issue of property restitution of religious organizations still remains one of the challenges
and topical problems in Georgia. Due to the fact, that the state has not yet developed a legal
framework for property restitution to restore the ownership of religious denominations, the
restitution process is still running slowly. The state still has not accounted the damage done to
religious organizations during the Soviet period. Also, there is no general rule for financial
compensation, as well. This situation makes the state policy on property restitution even more
unreliable and opaque. Unlike other post-Soviet countries, Georgia has not developed a
normative regulation that would allow religious organizations to claim restitution or
compensation of property confiscated during the Soviet era, which runs counter to the
principle of secular state neutrality and violates the principle of reparation, proportionally, for
all religious organizations. The main purpose of the research is to highlight and describe the
negative aspects of state policy and to review the best legislative practices of other post-Soviet
countries (For example: Latvia, Poland, Hungary, etc.) on the above-mentioned issue. The
legislative practice of countries that, like Georgia, could not complete the restitution process
(Ukraine, Russia) will also be discussed.

Several research methods are used simultaneously in the paper: secondary research analysis,
comparative-legal, case law analysis methods and etc. while, structure, of the paper contains
an introduction, methodology, four chapters, a conclusion and a part of the used literature.
Key/searching words: secular state, the principle of neutrality of the secular state, property

restitution, financial compensation, period of limitation.



