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Abstract

This master’s thesis discusses how only 12 jurors and 2 spare judges are selected from the 300
candidates and what stages the parties have to go through to get a jury that could be trusted to
decide the future of the defendant. Due to the fact that the jury verdict is not substantiated
according to the criminal procedure of Georgia, it is difficult to determine on the basis of which
evidence the jury received this verdict. This threatens that the juror might be guided not only
by the evidence presented at the trial, but also by the information provided to them through the

media, magazines, newspapers, or social networks.

The purpose of the study is to analyze how legally a 21st-century jury trial could be conducted
without violating either the requirements of the ECHR or the Criminal Procedure Code of
Georgia. The fact that there is no violation of any law by jurors in Georgia does not mean that
such violations have not taken place. I think this is more due to the fact that this issue is not
given proper attention. Therefore, the paper will discuss the example of other countries, how
threatening it can be to hear a high-profile case by a jury. There have been numerous instances
where a court has overturned a verdict rendered by a jury on the grounds that their decision
might have been influenced by media reports. Also, there are cases when jurors try to
understand more information about the case that is presented at the trial and resort to various

methods that will inevitably be discussed in the paper.

Finally, the research showed that the threat of media influence on a jury trial could violate the
right to a fair trial. Against the background of all this, the Georgian legislation uses only the
transfer of court proceedings from one city to another to protect itself from the influence of the

media, which could be ineffective.

Search Keywords: Jury trial; Jury verdict; The right to a fair trial; The influence of the mass

media; The presumption of innocence; Fair trial.



