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Abstract

This thesis explores the key challenges related to the public spaces in Tbilisi, particulary, after
the 2003 Rose Revolution. The study is based on the synthesis of two main paradigms of urban
sociology, specifically, political-economy and socio-spatial theoretical approaches. The paper
relies on qualitative methodology and develops the empirical analysis through case studies, desk
research and expert interviews. The goal of the research is to determine the implications of the
political and economic reforms undergoing in Georgia after 2003 on public spaces, identify the
key factors contributing to the transformation of public spaces in Tbilisi, detect its politeconomy
and spatial dialectic, and discuss issues of representation and domination in public space. The
results of the study indicate the multidimensional transformations of public space, such as the
tendency of shrinking public spaces through privatization and commercialization practices, and

the geography of inequality, which is reflected in power dynamics and class discourse.
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