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Abstract

Magical gems, also called Gnostic gems, are dated mainly to the 1st-4rd century.

The depictions, symbols and inscriptions on them often refer to Gnosticism, a religious-
philosophical current very popular in that period. These kinds of relics, magic stones, amulets
discussed in this paper are important both in the syncretic-iconographic images expressed on

them, as well as in the words and inscriptions on them.

It was during this period that numerous religious sects emerged. Christian and Gnostic sects are
becoming especially popular. but too little is still known about it, ,The Church Fathers®
regarded it as heresy. What has survived are mainly excerpts quoted by Christians with the aim
of criticising Gnostics, and rare manuscripts. We do not find Georgian historical sources of this
period at all, while the sources of other countries are little about our country, therefore the most
informative are the archeological movable or immovable monuments, coins and gems. That is
why the aim of the work is to reveal the magic gems, Avgarozes and Abraxas images with the
help of prints, iconographic studies, which in turn show very well the cultural level of the
population of that time and their beliefs and the connection of this culture with Georgia of that
period. The research is based directly on the engraved gems, their stylistic and iconographic
analysis, and the result of the research is the separation of magic gems and abraxas into a

separate group.

The work presents the prints of the late antique period in general, as well as the magic gems and
abrasax found in Georgia. The focus is on the ships depicting Gnostic gods, syncretic deities, and
the iconography of the Abrasxes and their significance. There are talking about Gnosticism, its

spread in the world and the traces of Gnosticism in Georgia.

The present text discusses the problem of the iconographic definition of magic gems, i.e. what is
standard iconography and what is non-standard. When is a gem with seemingly magical signs a
magic stone and when not. There are also studies on different types of magic gems, the
iconography and purpose of healing magic stones. Also on the classification of magical stones as

part of Gnosticism.



A special place in the work is given to the unique amethyst found in Tsilkani, on which the

inscription expresses Abrasax, although the content is completely different.

The scarcity of written sources makes it difficult to draw conclusions from the solution,
although there is material material that has been discovered and studied quite a lot worldwide.
Accordingly, the iconography of the gems sheds a significant amount of light on the magical
gems in the world of late antiquity, the religious currents of that period, as well as Georgia's
position at the crossroads of West and East and the synthesis of solid foundations of local

traditions with world religions.

Keywords: ,late roman®, seal, gem, abrasax, intaglio.



