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Abstract

Virginity, female sexuality and control of female body are the subject of active
discussion in traditional societies. These topics remain as a challenge in today’s Georgian
society. Modernization processes, especially individualization, have changed many things.
Despite this, these themes are influenced by traditional values and religious beliefs. Despite
the urgency of this topic, there is lack of information about the issue of female sexuality and

virginity.

All the circumstances I mentioned above, became my motive for my research. The aim
of my work is to study the attitudes and experiences of young women, who have experienced
sexual intercourse (penetration). The key questions of the research were to identify the factors
that contribute to the formation of perceptions of virginity; understanding the meanings that
young women attach to the virginity and hymen; highlighting the difficulties related to
women’s sexuality and virginity in Georgian society. My research is phenomenological study.
I have selected several qualitative methods to achieve the purpose of the study. I conducted
in-depth interviews with the young women. Due to the sensitivity of the topic and for more

honesty, some of the respondents wrote their own experiences, stories in the form of letter.



Respondents were selected using the snowball sampling technique. In addition, to study the
influence of religion (Georgian Orthodox Church) epistles of last twenty years (1990-2020)

were analyzed through content analysis.

My research is valuable for the various experiences of the young women.
Phenomenological study revealed the beliefs, attitudes, feelings, experiences of young women.
Most importantly, to see the intensity and sensitivity of the issue, the study describes young
women’s experiences with their own words, where unexpressed feelings and hidden fears are

shown.

Key words: Female sexuality; Virginity; Hymen; The virginity institute; Purity; Female body

control; Distribution of power; Traditional values.
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