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Abstract:

Introduction: The modern world has agreed that addiction is a global human crisis, the drug
use in the world is raising day by day. This is reflected in the increase of the percentage in the
total number of users. In 2009, 4.8% of the 15-64 age group, or 210 million people consumed
drugs, in 2018, that number was 269 million in the same age group, or 5.3% of the population.
As for Georgia, addiction is a serious challenge, with the spread of injecting drug users Georgia
ranks third in the world. The first national survey of psychoactive substance use in Georgia
was conducted in 2015. The survey found that 15% -16% of respondents had tried marijuana
at least once in their lifetime. In specific regions, more than 70% of men. Drug policy
liberalization in Georgia started in 2015, and in 2017 it joined the list of countries where usage
of cannabis is decriminalized.

Nowadays gambling is as challenging pandemic as COVID-19. The gambling industry is
broadening day by day. Gambling addiction is a growing public health problem not only in
Georgia, especially in adolescents and young people, but also all around the world. According
to research data, worldwide, the prevalence of gambling in adolescents is 2-4 times higher than

in adults, and 8% of adolescents aged 12 to 17 are problem gamblers.
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Aim of the study: The aim of this master's thesis is to compare the prevalence of cannabis
consumption and gambling among Georgian adolescents in 2015 and 2019 through secondary
analysis of ESPAD research data and to study the risk-factors associated with these behaviors.
Since no one has done this type of study after decriminalization, this will be the first study to
find out the effect of decriminalization in adolescents.

Study methods: The research method is a mixed research method. A desk study of cannabis
legislation and a qualitative analysis of the content was done. ESPAD quantitative data was
processed in the statistical program STATA. In total, data from 5,569 students were processed

in the statistical program.

Results: In 2019, the number of students who think marijuana use is either too easy or easy
had increased (95% CI 4.4235% - 11.1602% p <0.0001) compared to 2015. An increase is
observed especially in girls (95% CI 1.7985% - 16.7882% p <0.003). Compared to 2015, there
was a statistically significant increase in the number of students who consumed cannabis in
the last 30 days (95% CI 3.1894% - 6.0329%, p <0.0001). The increase is noticeable among girls
(95% CI 2.5% - 6.9%, p <0.0001) as well as boys (95% CI 5.2% - 7.8%, p <0.0001). Compared
to 2015, in 2019 there was a statistically significant increase (95% CI 7.3171% - 17.1195% p
<0.0001) in the number of students who believe that use of marijuana doesn’t represent any

risk to health.

The questionnaire included questions on various psycho-social factors. Regression analysis
revealed that the lifetime prevalence of cannabis smoking was higher in children whose
parents rarely knew where the child was in the evening than the prevalence in children whose
parents always knew where their child was in the evening (RR = 1.7 95% CI 1.17-2.49 p =
0.005).

It was also found that the prevalence of cannabis smoking in those whose parents rarely know
with whom the child is or never know who the child is with is higher (RR = 1.6 95% CI 1.14-
252 p=0.009 and RR = 2.3 95% CI 1.25-4.27 p = 0.008) than the prevalence in children whose

parents always know with whom their child is in the evenings.
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Compared to 2015 data, in 2019 there was a statistically significant increase (12.60% 95% CI
7.3171% - 17.1195% p <0.0001) in the number of students who believe that marijuana use

doesn’t have a risk to health.

In 2019, of the students who gambled in the last 12 months, 7% (222) gambled online, while
22% (648) answered that they had never used the internet to gamble for money. 5% of
respondents (8% of boys and 2% of girls) wanted to bet more and more money (X2 = 63.8834
df =2 Pr=0.000), and 3% (5% of boys and 1% of girls) had lie about the bet to people important
to them. (X2 = 32.9312 df == 2 Pr = 0.0001). Regression analysis found that the prevalence of
gambling in the last 12 months in those whose parents seldom, sometimes or not at all set rules
for what a child can do at home was lower than the prevalence in those whose parents always
set rules at home, respectively (RR = 0.55 95% CI 0.35-0.86 p = 0.009), (RR = 0.46 95% CI 0.30-
0.71 p = 0.0001). (RR = 0.61 95% CI 0.43-0.87 p = 0.006). Also, the prevalence of gambling in
the last 12 months in those whose parents rarely (RR = 2.09 95% CI 1.25-3.50 p = 0.005) or
sometimes (RR = 1.82 95% CI 1.03-3.22 p = 0.03) know with whom their child is in the
evening, is higher than the prevalence in children whose parents always know whom with
their child is in the evenings. It was found that the prevalence of those whose parents rarely
(RR = 0.5 95% CI 0.32-0.78 p = 0.002) or never (RR = 0.52 95% CI 0.27-0.97 p = 0.04) give

money to a child is lower than I know. Parents also always donate money.

Conclusion: Given the results of this master's thesis, we can say that the existing legislation in
the country might have a certain impact on changing trends in cannabis consumption among
adults. We can assume that the liberalization of the law has an impact on the low perceived
risk of harm caused to health as a result of cannabis consumption, and we can also assume that

parental attention plays a protective role.

With regard to gambling, it has been revealed that the law is not enforced and the involvement
of adults in this field cannot be controlled by any leverage. As in the case of marijuana, parental
attention plays a protective role in heren as well. The number of problematic gamblers is above

the European average, which is noteworthy.

Key words: Marijuana, cannabis, decriminalization, gambling addiction, drug policy
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