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SBLGHOIEBO
Logom3gem 365350 9mb03MMH0  J399sbos, Loog  Jodmzgumgdol 9999y, Y39wsdy
96535M03EbM396 XdMBL  9b03MMO sBYMBs0X B gd0 FomBmowygbgb.  gmbozmEo
3B9gMd0X 969900l J0FsMm  LoBMYSEMGdSTo 530035 BGHMMO  ETMI0IOENGdJdO
3OLYdMBL, oo F0TIM YSMYMTBOMO HTMI0YIYGds 30 2obLOIMMNMGOOM orsdBHgbo
9m3w9bqdol  3gMom@do 3wobgds. LHmGg sbg dmbs 2020 ol AsBoxgbmumby,
MmEgbsg  8sMbgmeols  3Mboodseodg@odo, 0bxozo®gdol  d9dmbgzglzgdol  BOLL
LSBMASOMGOOL  bsfocrol  FBOOEID  JugbmBmdMGo  Fgg3sligdgdo  dm3yzs. dmiEgdero
LoBooLEHMM 33930l B0Bsbo 0gm, Tggbfogars gmbozMGo SHYMBOI0KBIEgdOL  S©ds
396009005909 s 356gdool 3gMomdo. 3309308 JOMOMIEO STMEI6YO0 30 AIbBEIM
950bgmeols  B39B3Lb 53930060900 sbowo  sddgd0l 33963909330
5B9Mds0x 69930l M936MH9b9bE 300l M30L9dM030 Fglhogrs s 83 gboIMMO KGO
908560 356930599  9OBYOMO  HIMI0IINWGIGOOL  BroMmOIbMdM0Z0  bsoDo,
©90MaMx30mww  FO0Wdo. 33935 BIGHIM©S  T9H Mo FGOMPMEMY00m, 3960IM©
399y9g690mw0o 0gm ®30L986030 3163 96-565¢0BOLS S FJMEMISEO FMbs3gd9d0L sb5EPOBOL
9900 900. 3063 96@&-965¢00Bol 3909250 399m3w0obs Ju9bmgzmdo®o
593009093900l MmEO  X3MRBO. 30639 9900b393580,  HHYMBs0YXbgEXgdOL
5MYMBOMIQO  IBObOLOSMYOO®  49dM0Ygbgds gugb30sOlEWOO Ol3WEMLO, bmerm
396y 999mbg93590  5BgMBS0KDgEGOOL  ,,0M509bLHMO/5G5L63ToMOlL  dmdoesdggde©
560056 HoMdmygboo.  Hom©gbmdMH030  9BswoBol  Jggyo®  godmzwobs, G™JI
3B9gMd0X 969900l F0FsM®  ©TMI0IOMEGOS SO0 O BHYXPOYOIOMOOM SO

39bLsBEzMMEO.



Abstract

Georgia is a multi-ethnic country, where after Georgians the most numerous groups is ethnic
Azerbaijanis. There are ambivalent attitudes towards ethnic Azerbaijanis in the society, however
negative attitudes towards them are especially evident during the period of turning events. This
is exactly what happened in the spring of 2020, when in Marneuli Municipality, the increase in
cases of infection was followed by xenophobic assessments by a section of the community. The
aim of this master's thesis was to study the perception regarding ethnic Azerbaijanis before and
during the pandemic period. The main goals of the research were to qualitatively study the
representation of Azerbaijanis in the news comments related to the Marneuli lockdown and to
quantitatively analyze the pre-pandemic attitudes towards this ethnic group, in terms of
demographics. The study was conducted using a mixed methodology; in particular, the methods
of qualitative counter-analysis and secondary data analysis were used. Content analysis revealed
two groups of xenophobic attitudes. In the first case, essentialist discourse is used to negatively
characterize Azerbaijanis, while in the second case, Azerbaijanis are presented as "unequal" /
insufficient citizens. Quantitative analysis revealed that attitudes towards Azerbaijanis are

determined by age and religiosity.



