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Abstract

Humanitarian catastrophes and a response from international community to massive
violations of human rights is one of the most debated topic among international society and

academic circles.

Since human rights have become universal values, obligations and responsibilities for
states have emerged to protect people from crimes against humanity-upon to which arose
principle of humanitarian intervention and the responsibility to protect (RtoP), on the bases

of which states can intervene in the internal affairs of another state and use military force.

Following research explores relationship between military humanitarian intervention
and national interest of state. Namely, it analyzes the role of states’ interest in carrying out

humanitarian intervention.

To answer the research question and verify the hypothesis, different cases of
humanitarian crises are discussed in the work, namely: Rwanda Genocide, interventions in
Libya and East Timor, genocide of Rohingya Muslims. Based on the analyses of these cases, the
study explores which goals of humanitarian intervention are more important to states: human

rights protection or their strategic interests.

The study demonstrates that while deciding on humanitarian intervention states
usually act based on their own strategic interests rather than some cosmopolitan or

humanitarian ends.

Keywords: Humanitatian Intervention, national interest, humanitarian crisis, genocide,
ethnic cleansing, crimes against humanity.



