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Abstract

High expectations towards universities to take a part in solving complex social and economic
problems, and along with the two missions (teaching and research) to do the third mission, is
becoming a more discussed and political topic in many countries.

This work is one of the first attempts to assess universities’ third mission in Georgia. The work
aims to discuss (international and local) political documents that declare accents on
universities’ third mission in Georgia. Within the frames of qualitative research relying on in-
depth interviews with higher education policy makers, higher education authorization experts
and representatives of university, it assesses the place of the third mission in the higher
education system, its role in the process of creating university policy, and the possibilities of
its institutionalization taking into account existing practices and socio-economic conditions.
The theoretical framework of the work is a project - European Indicators and Ranking
Methodology for University Third Mission - that classifies three categories of the third
mission: continuing education, technology transfer and innovation, social engagement.

The research demonstrated that the political formalization of universities’ third mission is not
happening, but different international treaties and updated institutional assessments focus on
its dimensions. With current tendency: universities are mostly involved in offering the
continuing education services, the hardest part to be involved is technology transfer and
innovation. It is noteworthy that universities demonstrate their institutional and intellectual

abilities the least in social engagement.

Keywords: third mission of university; third mission activities; policy towards third mission
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