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Abstract

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), declared as pandemic by the World Health
Organization, has had a direct impact on virtually all areas, including the judiciary. Since
March of 2020 hearings across the country have been postponed indefinitely and some of them
are being held remotely via Webex. Additionally, legal framework has changed and High
Council of Justice of Georgia has published recommendations for the chairmen of the common
courts on how to prevent the spread of Coronavirus disease 2019. For one’s part, the chairmen
of the common courts implemented the recommendations into their orders. Unfortunately,
real cases have shown that the Webex program doesn’t meet the minimal standards for human
rights protection, especially in criminal proceedings. Lack of proper technical support, public

and timely hearing may be negatively affected by electronic hearing. Defendants’ other rights,



especially defendants’ under detention, such as confidential communication with a legal
representative, are under the risk of violation.

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) remains unchanged reality for a near future, so that
countries have to adapt to it in a way that will cause as little harm as possible to human rights.
Electronic litigation during the pandemic has not been fully studied yet, however, individual
researches, monitoring of trials, research of existing local or international approaches and
recommendations make it possible to discuss its shortcomings and strengths. The main goal of
the thesis below is to identify these disadvantages of remote hearings and to gather all the best
international experience. Therefore, it will have a practical purpose for the Georgian judicial
system.

Key/searching words: Electronic litigation, remote hearing, public and timely hearing,

recommendations, international approaches.



