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Abstract

Development of information technologies simplifies the process of conclusion of contracts
between the absent persons. Most of the contracts concluded through the electronic means are of
cross-border nature, which makes it difficult to define the jurisdiction and law applicable to the
contract in case of dispute.

This issue is one of the main tasks of the private international law. The paper discusses to
what extent the applicable legislation of Georgia responds to modern challenges.

The paper hereof discusses the regulations of the European Union and Hague Conference
on Private International Law on the research topic, as well as the practice of the United States of
America.

The paper describes the measures applied by the modern law to support e-commerce and
to reconcile contracts concluded through electronic means with traditional paper documents.

The issue of applicable law and the jurisdiction is discussed in the context of electronic
contracts concluded between traders only as well as between the trader and the customer. Special
attention is paid to the principle of party autonomy and expediency of its limitation in consumer
contracts.

Since the Association Agreement concluded with the EU obliges Georgia to approximate
its legislation with the EU legislation and to promote development of e-commerce, special
attention is paid to discussion of the approaches provided by the EU legislation.

The paper stipulates the reasoning that today, Georgia does not provide an environment
favorable for e-commerce. Legislation does not prescribe the specifics of contracts concluded
through electronic means in terms of determination of the applicable law and jurisdiction and

does not establish an appropriate standard of consumer rights.

Keywords: e-commerce, e-contract, applicable law, internet jurisdiction, party autonomy,

B2C contract.



