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Abstarct

Despite numerous attempts, the creation of a stable, effective and accountable democratic political
regime in Georgia remains to be of utmost challenge. The research poses a question: what is the
reason for this failure, what should be done in order to achieve qualitative progress in the political
system of the country? The proposed work aims to explore the interrelation between state build-
ing and political participation in the Georgian case because we believe that the interplay between
these two components is the key to understanding vagaries of state-building and democracy de-
velopment in many transitional countries.

Within the framework of the research the domains as well as methods of civic engagement and
political participation have been analyzed against a backdrop of the state institutional building in
the recent history of Georgia. The meaning of civil society as that of the concept of areas of public
life has been specified and it has been argued that the civil society takes on the political overtones
in the modern context, which is reflected both on its social structure and on how it builds rela-
tionships with state institutions.

A theoretical and methodological approach of the paper is the analysis of scholarly literature and
theories on state building and civil society. And the empirical part of the work is based both on
written sources and semistructured interviews.

The findings of the research demonstrate that while either progress or regress with regard to state
building in Georgia can be tangible within short space of time, domains and methods of political
participation with certain exceptions are characterized by less dynamism. The political
participation in Georgia is unstable and inconsistent; and one of the major factors which contrib-

ute to this trend is a low capacity of the civil society to organize itself around its interests and,



therefore, a lack of sufficiently developed intermediary institutions powerful enough to effectively
act as a counterweight to the government.
Key words: ‘Political participation’, ‘civil society’, ‘intermediary institutions’, ‘political parties’,

‘state’.
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