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Abstract

This dissertation deals with the study of Christian liturgical music in Thilisi in XIX-XXI
centuries (Georgia). It presents principal characteristics of the liturgical repertoire and
performing practice of the dominant religion in this country—Orthodox Christianity—as
well as that of several relatively numerous Georgian-speaking religious minorities (Catholics,
Evangelical Baptists, Pentecostals, Jehovah’s Witnesses), as well as criteria determining
artistic and aesthetic values and their mutual relationships. The aforementioned issues are
discussed in historical cross-section as well as against the background of modern times.

Notably, purposeful ethnomusicological research has not yet been carried out in this respect.

The work has an interdisciplinary character, blending two main directions of research as
well as respective methodologies: anthropological and musicological. Besides a review of
scholarly literature and existing information, field materials collected through personal

observation occupy an important place.

This research explains the types of musical practice, composing peculiarities, and forms and
styles of performance corresponding with various branches of Christianity such as Georgian
Orthodox (composed and authored), Catholic, Evangelical Baptist, Pentecostal, and Jehovah’s
Witnesses, including the degree of correlation with the national musical language and
traditional forms. It describes the causes and purposes giving rise to diverse creative processes

in the sphere of the Christian religion in Tbilisi.

For the first time in Georgian ethnomusicology, this work includes the classification of the
musical performing styles of the main Christian religious streams of Tbilisi; it discusses the
peculiarities of one of the streams of the Orthodox liturgy of twentieth and twenty-first
Georgia, namely composer-written and authored music; it characterizes the performing

manner, chanting style, and functional live practice of several important church choirs active

Vi



in Thilisi at the current time. All of the above factors have evidently shaped the different
portraits of the church choirs acting in the modern space, along with social or

anthropological criteria conditioning their differences or similarities.

This present research is an important step in the study of Christian liturgical music, as it
reflects the coexistence of diverse cultural characteristics present in modern Thilisi. All of
the listed components contribute to the formation of individual traits of separate religious
entities, reflecting proper religious or general professional purposes, relationships, and

artistic values.

The obtained results are important: in general, for our knowledge of music being the result of
various psycho-social or cultural processes and not just a sample of art; and for the
determination of the role and importance of chanting in the prayer and worship practice of

Christian people.

The research states distinct priorities of the dominant liturgical music as well as those
pertaining to the liturgical music of minorities; the share of the national musical-
lexicological fund; the degree of the social inclusion of the congregation, and of their mutual

participation.

This dissertation consists of an introduction, five chapters, and the conclusion. The first
chapter discusses traditional and innovative music in musicological and anthropological
cross-section; the second chapter deals with the methodological sources and directions of the
research; the third chapter examines the Georgian Christian liturgy and music in Tbilisi past
and present; the fourth chapter covers the Georgian chanting choirs of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries as well as their performing styles; the fifth chapter represents the
interpretation of the results, elucidating the interrelationship of the liturgical music of
Christian religious streams found in Tbilisi. The conclusion sums up the results of the

research and sets out prospects for future investigation. The dissertation is appended by a

Vi



bibliography and an appendix, containing field materials informing the research: video,

audio, notation samples, and photos.

Keywords: Christian religious entities in Tbilisi (Georgia), Georgian liturgical music, national

and religious identity.
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