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Abstract

After the 1980s, the number of Adjarian Muslims move to the Region Aspindza, and
the reason for the movement was the case of the ecological disaster which led to the change of
their shelters and cultural identity to accepted by the rest of the Meskhetians. Drawing on data
gathered through individual interviews with Adjarian Muslims in Gelsunda and Mirashkhani,
some stages of religious identity development are presented: religion as ascribed identity; religion
as chosen identity.

Thus, the aim of the study is to the stories and unique experiences of people living in the
aforementioned villages. By using content analysis, interviews, and indicators for social
integration, the thesis looks at the municipalities’ commissions for social sustainability.

The symbolic and Social border among different cultural and religious groups in Georgia is
still an actual problem. The study identified cultural markers that indicate different religious and
cultural identities and perceptions of Adjarian eco-migrants. First of all, their status "Adjarians"
or "Adjarian Muslims" emphasizes the phenomenon of their Strangeness.

Keywords: Symbolic and Social boundaries, Identity, Culture, Integration, Stranger, Islam,
Adjarans
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