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Abstract

Lately the word populism has been used extensively around the world. However, due
to the ambiguity of the term, its discussion presents a complex issue. In this paper, populism,
unlike the negative connotations that it has in Georgia today, is seen as a sociolinguistic
concept that represents a strategy for expressing political identity. The paper analyzes
populism on social networking platforms: posts published by Justin Trudeau, Donald Trump
and Georgian politicians on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter are discussed. Discursive and
sociolinguistic methods of political communication of these actors provide a basis for observing

their presence on social media platforms in terms of creating a political image.

Keywords: populism, social media, political discourse, political image, sociolinguistics
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