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Abstract

This study examines the anatomy of post-Soviet space separatism, linked with the
territorial autonomies, inhabited by minorities. In particular, it emphasis on the details such
as, identity of minorities, interaction between center state and autonomous region, the

importance of autonomy for both the central government and the minority groups.

Thesis is motivated by two research questions: what contributes to the peaceful
coexistence of territorial autonomies with the center and when the minorities living in the
autonomous region get radicalized and eventually form a separatist unit. Paper focuses on
Georgia and Moldova, as long as both of these states are characterized by the successful and

unsuccessful cases of minority territorial autonomies.

The study once again illuminates, that conflicts arising on the grounds of separatism are
one of the most crucial challenges of the modern international system. Georgia and Moldova
are clear examples of how easy it is to prevent separatism, rather than to further resolve /
transform an already escalating armed conflict rooting in separatist aspirations. The outcomes
of the study demonstrated that in the post-Soviet space, the minority regional autonomies,
characterized by separatism, represent quite complex and multidimensional phenomena. More
importantly, study highlights those factors, that contribute to the radicalization of processes
or, conversely the stabilization of the situation. In this regard, special importance is attached
to the nationality policy of Soviet Union, the identity of minorities, the composition of society
within the state, the geopolitical situation around the country, historical narratives, the
existence of a third force and the real intentions and aspirations of the parties, involved in the
conflict. Likewise, study unfolds the importance of local context, which may turn into the most
significant determinant factor.

Keywords: Separatism, Minorities, Territorial autonomy, Post-Soviet space, Politics of
Korenizatsiya, Identity
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