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Abstract

The following research defines the EU's energy dependence on Russia which is quite
relevant in international relations over the last decade in the EU and in the USA.
Manipulating with energy is one of Russia's strategic levers to boost its position and
geopolitical ambitions with its energy gigant "Gazprom", which aims to weaken the EU's

unity and create divisions.

The dissertation uses a qualitative research method, which includes: Case Study, comparative
case study, process-tracing, discourse analysis and interviews. The dissertation discusses
comparative analysis of Germany and Poland, which have a different approach and view to
Russian energy policy. German-Russian energy policy is discussed and explained by the
theory of complex interdependence, The energy policy of Poland and Russia is explained by
neorealism. The results of the study showed that Germany's energy and economic
dependence on Russia and its lobbying lead to divisions in the European Union. In the case
of Poland, the reduction of energy dependence on Russia leads to the strengthening of the

country's position at the regional level.
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