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Abstract

The paper discusses Oscar Wilde’s only novel, "The Portrait of Dorian Gray", from
an aesthetic and moral point of view. On the basis of his following essays "The Soul
of Man under Socialism" and "The Decay of Lying" that paper discusses Wilde's
aesthetic views and morals as a separate concept from art. It also includes the
biography of the writer and the analysis of his work as an autobiographical novel.
Then comes the discussion of the origin of aesthetic movement and its main
features, and the discussion about the people who contributed to the formation of
a new movement of its age. It is Oscar Wilde who is one of those writers who
contributed to the establishment of the organization and developed aesthetic values.
He was against to the traditions, politics, and the law of Victorian England, andhe
fond it interesting when he was greatly influenced by Walter Peter and his aesthetic
views while studying at Oxford University. The next topic includes the prewiev of
the novel as a modernist one. The main focus of the paper is on the interrelationship
between art, morality, and individualism on ground that individualism contributes
the beauty of art, while morality prevents the expression of individualism. Based
on Wilde's critical essays and their analysis, I will review those topics in my work.
Based on a comparative analysis the paper includes an analysis of the novel's
aesthetic features, the interrelationship of reality and art in it, and it also includes

he analysis of art as a separate concept from morality and politics.

Key words: The Portrait of Dorian Gray, aesthetes; moral; a biographical novel; art.



