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Abstract

The present paper presents the religious and socio-cultural significance of the baptismal
tradition in Orthodox Christians, and discusses the function and forms of baptism as a ritual,
including in the last decade of the Soviet period. The aim of the study was to identify religious
and secular approaches to the "kinship" tradition. According to the study, baptism for
Orthodox Christians is one of the expression of religious and cultural identity. "Baptized",
"Christian", "Georgian" - in the narrative of the respondents is almost one and equally
important. And the baptism of a family member is conditioned by both religious and secular
motivations. In social life, baptism is one of the most important forms of establishing social
connection. The study found that both baptism and godparenthood have social and cultural
significance. By choosing the godfather, people try to unite in an attractive social group, place

themselves in the appropriate social position and create different types of capital.
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Christianity.
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