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Abstract

Classification of potential as linguistic category is different among Kartvelian languages (at this
stage of the research potential is analyzed between Georgian and Zan languages, Mingrelian and

Laz): conversely, in Georgian and Laz languages, Potential is considered as a “nuance of passive”



and therefore presents semantic category, in Mingrelian it is grammatical (resp. morphological)

category, which differentiates from passive forms with its own markers.

Because the research is about forming potential in Kartvelian languages, our research problem is
to establish expressingmorphological models of semantic potential, this means defining every
consequential morpheme in verbal morphostructure (which morpheme is chosen from the
morpheme database to convey semantic potential), which means morpheme syntagmatic
analysis of morpheme, as well as paradigmatic analysis of these models in verb conjugation

system.

The purpose of the research is to define formal models, particular representatives of these
models, which requires potential semantic to be verbalized in Georgian, Mengrelian and Laz
languages; disclose what common anddistinctive morphological categories of morphemes are
integrated in modeling morphology of the potential, what are the similarities and differences
amongthem, as well as establish and analyse if expressing potential is out of the passive

framework and if it is possible to convey potential with different forms of voice.

Mostly descriptive method is used for linguistic analysis. Therefore, the research is synchronous.
The results of the research create solid base for the next diachronic research. Formal analysis of
verbsfor all three languages is based on interlinear morphemic glossing, which made verb
morpheme composite prominent and simplified the process of defining the models;Analysis of
potential in Georgian is based on the data of The Georgian National Corpus Project(GNC) and
The Georgian Language Corpus(GLC), therefore, the research is based on the corpus; digital
versions of paper texts are used for Mingrelian and Laz languages.The research showed that in
Mingrelian language, theses in scientific literature about potential grammatical category needs
to be checked, specified or filled with examples, for which field research methods are used,
therefore in the study there is also used a material recorded in field conditions in Samegrelo by

us.

Key Words: Kartvelian languages, semantic, morphology, potential, passive voice



