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Abstract 

 

 

The goal of the present research is to study the relationship between empathy and prejudice 

towards people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and wheelchair users. Additionally, the 

research explores the difference between the levels of prejudice towards the two groups in 

question. Empathy is measured with the two subscales – Perspective Taking and Empathic 

Concern – of Interpersonal Reactivity Index (IRI) scale, while prejudice is assessed through 

the updated version Bogardus Social Distance Scale, which includes two factors: More 

Sensitive Prejudice and Less Sensitive Prejudice. The study carried out among 120 participants 

showed that, as opposed to the first hypothesis, none of the prejudice factors was in negative 

correlation with none of the IRI subscales for none of the target groups. However, the second 

hypothesis, according to which prejudice towards people with ASD should be higher than 

towards wheelchair users, was partially proved: the level of More Sensitive Prejudice towards 

people with ASD was significantly higher than towards wheelchair users, but the difference 

did not occur for Less Sensitive Prejudice. The findings suggest that when it comes to more 

vulnerable, close relationships, as expressed through More Sensitive Prejudice, acceptance for 

people with ASD is lower as compared to wheelchair users, whereas the difference is removed 

for less vulnerable, less close relationships as represented through Less Sensitive Prejudice.        
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