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Abstract

The thesis explores the importance of African American discourse

b «

in Toni Morrison’s “Mercy” and the challenges related to its
translation into the Georgian language. “Mercy” is a postcolonial
novel. Therefore, in the first place, the meaning of postcolonialism
and postcolonial literature is explained to explicitly define the
importance of African American discourse for the novel. Moreover,
the thesis identifies common challenges related to the translation of
postcolonial literature to reveal that the main values such as
resistance and foreignness should be maintained in the target text.
Due to the prime objective of the thesis to evaluate how the source
text’s foreignness is preserved in the Georgian translation by Nino
Ramishvili (2013, Palitra L), the analysis is carried out within the
Lawrence Venuti’s “Domestication”/“Foreignization” conceptual
framework. The latter focuses on preserving the source texts’
uniqueness through the target languages’ marginalized linguistic
forms. Examples of the African American dialect are traced in the
text based on the features of the dialect identified by the famous
linguists William Labov and Jack Sidnell. The analysis covers the

novel’s African American grammatical features as well as foreign

words used by the characters speaking the dialect. The findings are



believed to help the scholars and translators better understand the
value of postcolonial texts and more effectively handle the

challenges related to such translation.

Key Words: African American English, Standard American
English, Postcolonialism, Ideology, Dominant, Marginalized,

“Hybridity”, Venuti’s “Domestication”/ “Foreignization”
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