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Abstract

The present thesis aims at analyzing the letter, allegedly written by the Georgian King Erekle II
from India and addressed to his sister, Anna Orbeliani. According to its content, the letter had to
be written in 1739 AD. As it well known from various historical sources, the Georgian King had
indeed participated in the Indian military campaign of Nader Shah, that took place during 1737-
1740.

The text of the letter was published several times during the nenteenth century: first it appeared
as a newspaper article in “KaBka3p” in Russian, then its French translation was included in the
“Histoire de la Géorgie; depuis l'antiquité jusqu'au XIXe siecle” by Marie-Felicite Brosset, and

finally it was published as a journal entry in Georgian in “Tsiskari”

The Georgian text of the letter was re-published in 1957. I was able to identify a nenteenth
century Russian manuscript that contains the text of the same letter in the Russian archives of the

National Centre of Manuscripts.

Various Georgian, French and Russian versions of the letter, as well as general social and political
situation in the East Caucasus and Persia during the 30s of the eighteenth century, together with
instances of Nader Shah’s Indian military campaign are analysed in this thesis. Many significant
personal, as well as historical notes about Indian campaign mentioned in the letter allow me to

suggest that this text was indeed written by the Georgian King Erekle II.

Key words: Nader Shah, Persia, Erekle, Anna Orbeliani, prince, India, Teimuraz, Kartli, Kakheti
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