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Abstract

The following dissertation studies two basic categories of separatist movements: On
one occasion, secessionist groups de-facto and de-jure secede from the state, while
other secessionist groups do not get the right to independence. The dissertation
examines both cases and identifies basic determinants of successful/unsuccessful

secession.

The basic methodology of this study is a qualitative research. The main research
technique is Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA). Within this technique, I
have examined four various cases: Kosovo and Bangladesh earned independence,
while in Catalonia and Hong-Kong, the fight of separatists against central

governments is quite inefficient.

By analyzing the aforementioned cases, I have discovered that secessionist groups
have a chance of separation and establish an independent state only if the central
government is extremely weak and third-party intervenes in his domestic affairs.

When state institutions are functional, external involvement is less hypothetical.

Keywords: Secessionism, Irredentism, Post-colonial dependence, Third-party

intervention
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