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Abstract

Over the course of the past years, social integration and acceptance of ethnic minority
groups in Georgia has been a topic of debate and dispute. This process has been an on-going
challenge, with roots originating decades ago. The struggle to be perceived as an equal in the
society has been especially challenging for Azerbaijani community in Georgia, who are often
ostracized for their differences in religion and cultural background.

In the spring of 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Azerbaijani community became
a target of criticism and hate speech from the members of the dominant ethnic group. This
process unfolded predominantly on the social media (Facebook), where variety of pages and
groups were used to express negativity towards the community.

Despite the fact, that Azerbaijani community is often in the center of research interest,
there is still lack of data on how the group is perceived or where they stand in the scope of the
society at large. Considering this, the research focused on several key questions, such as, what
discussions(1) and attitudes(2) originated towards Azerbaijani community through the
comments on social media, and how is community’s role, as sociological Stranger
constructed(3). Taking into consideration the structure of the research, which studied
expressed attitudes and beliefs towards the community, as well as their social standing,

qualitative approach and case-study design were found to be most useful. In coordination with

il



content analysis, several in-depth interviews were conducted with community activists and
journalists. In the uncertain times of COVID19 pandemic and lockdown, this proved to be the
most effective way to gather relevant information.

The research findings are relevant and contributory to the topic of ethnic minority
groups in Georgia, due to the fact that they not only unveil the perceptions that society holds
for Azerbaijani community, but also identify identity markers that society uses to differentiate
between inner and outer groups. This attitude and the criticism, which was directed towards
the community in the spring of 2020 leaves marks on their self-perception and hinders the

process of community’s engagement in civic society.

Key words: Azerbaijani community; Ethnic minority; Stranger; Social perception; Identity

markers.
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